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http://www.hallam-ps.vic.edu.au/
Hallam Primary School’s learning and teaching programs support and promote the principles and practice of Australian democracy, including a commitment to elected government, the rule of law, equal rights for all before the law, freedom of religion,
freedom of speech and association and the values of openness and tolerance.
Hallam Primary School has a zero tolerance approach to child abuse.

S

chool Council
2017 Annual Reporting Meeting
The next meeting of the Hallam PS Council
will be tonight, Thursday 21 June at 7:00pm in the
Staffroom. At 7:00pm School Council will present
the 2017 Annual Report to the school community
at the Annual Reporting Meeting.
Following the Annual Reporting Meeting will be the
usual School Council meeting/s. Visitors are welcome to attend to observe the operation of School
Council.

M

id-Year Reports
Teachers have been undertaking the
process of writing students’ mid-year
reports. These reports provide students and their
parents/guardians with an important mid-year progress report at the end of Semester 1.
Reports will be distributed tomorrow afternoon.
Teachers will be available, by appointment, to meet
with parents next week. Should you wish to discuss
your child’s report to find out how you can assist
your child to improve next semester, please contact
your child’s class teacher.
Many parents have already attended the formal
Parent-Teacher Interviews during Semester 1. Frank
conversations, and a comprehensive understanding
of your child’s learning progress, enables families to
support better learning outcomes, particularly
when the school’s home learning expectations are
clearly understood.
We frequently learn that many parents do not
know about Hallam Primary School’s home learning
expectations, online learning access in the home or
their child’s learning goals. The Parent-School partnership is a vital component in the success of your
child’s academic achievement.

C
S

oming Events
On 28 June students can participate in a
Free Dress Day. Wearing free dress requires
a gold coin donation.
chools-No Smoking Ban
Parents are reminded that smoking is
banned within four metres of an entrance
to any primary or secondary school in Victoria,
and within the school grounds, under an amendment to the Tobacco Act 1987. A similar ban applying to the entrances and grounds of Victorian childcare centres and kindergartens.
E-cigarettes are electronic devices which heat and
vaporise liquids that may or may not contain nicotine and/or flavouring agents. The vapour is inhaled. In Victoria it is illegal to obtain, possess or
use e-cigarettes, or their cartridges, which contain
nicotine. Due to the difficulty in determining if nicotine is being used, and in the interests of student
health and safety, e-cigarettes are also banned at
Hallam Primary School.

A

bsence Notes
Just a reminder that when your child resumes school after illness or another absence, a parent/guardian is required to advise the
school of the reason for the child’s absence, in
writing. The Department of Education and Training
is increasing its monitoring of student absenteeism.
Hallam Primary School expects all students to be in
attendance unless they are unwell.

E

nd of Term 2-Start of Term 3 2018
Term 2 finishes at 2:30pm on Friday 29
June. There will be no assembly on that
day. Term 3 commences on Monday 16 July at
8:45am.

Julie Macfarlane
Principal

BREAKFAST CLUB
Terrific to see 30 + students each day enjoying baked beans,
crunchy toast, vita brits, fruit, milk etc. in the morning at Breakfast Club. Vanh does a wonderful job of feeding the
‘masses’ .... Watch out next term for Vegemite and honey also
on the menu. Delicious!! Don’t forget that each time you eat a
VitaBrits you go into a draw for a prize (your own packet of
VitaBrits!!) All students are welcome.

PLAYGROUP
EVERY TUESDAY AT 9.00AM—10.30AM. Come along with toddlers, babies and enjoy the
fun and companionship of other parents. Lynda and Zaheda provide an engaging educational program for pre-schoolers... Check it out!!
SCREENTIME
There is a growing concern amongst teachers at the amount of screen time students are
having re: on TV, x-box, computers, i-pads etc.
What is the recommended screen time for Australian
kids?
Recommended screen time in Australia is based on
the The Australian National Physical activity and sedentary guidelines :
 Under 2 years old – ZERO screen time (including
watching television, electronic media, DVD”s, computers
and electronic games).
 2-5 years – Less than 1 hour p/day.
 5-17 years – Less than two hours p/day.
What are some good guidelines to follow?
Striking a balance, having a set of expectations and even a family plan for screen use are
positive ways to start to navigate screen time use for kids. Screen time and usage will be
different from family to family and again different for the ages of your children.
For younger kids:
 Install parental controls so what they are accessing is appropriate
 Only use age-appropriate sites with high learning potential and not games.
 Bookmark favourite sites you have introduced your child too so they only go to the sites
they are interested in
 Sit with kids so you can explain how you are navigating and what they seeing.
 Always have the device in an area where you are so you are able to see what they are
doing
 Put a time limit on your sessions, instilling the idea of developing a balance to tech use
early
 Avoid just-before-bed computer time as it can be stimulating and interrupt sleep.

How much is too much?
It’s sometimes hard to know whether your child’s increased online time and changes in behaviour are just developmental or whether there is a problem. Usually if you are observing
that online time is interfering with other aspects of your or your child’s life, then its time for a
discussion about expectations and time limits. Some behaviour changes to look out for:








general health and wellbeing neglected or reduced personal hygiene
isolated or withdrawn for long periods of time
appearing anxious or irritable when away from the computer
ongoing headaches, eye strain, sleep disturbance, excessive tiredness
obsession with particular websites or games
anger when being asked to take a break from online activity, negative changes in behaviour and declined interest in social activities like meeting friends or playing sport
a decline in academic performance and failing to complete schoolwork.

KIDS AND HORROR/VIOLENT GAMES/MOVIES
We have reports of students in Prep watching “IT” a frightening Stephen King horror
movie rated MA 15+ based on a clown named Pennywise.... and others now enjoying the survival game “Fortnite”... where you can shoot and kill to your heart’s delight. Both of these activities have the capability of causing fear, anxiety and trauma ... in adults let alone children!! Please read the following page for more information.

Thanks to REECE PLUMBING for donating some beautiful bath tubs for our
kitchen garden. Ms Nield’s class enjoyed clambering in the tubs before they are replaced with soil and herbs for the kitchen. The students seem very relaxed!!

KIDS AND HORROR/VIOLENT GAMES/MOVIES …..

victoriaadvocate.com

Kids love Halloween. Dressing up in costumes and getting candy is a joy. But, the ghoulish season
also brings terror in ways that are harmful. While sensible parents would agree that kids should be
protected from killer clown pranks and toxic sweets, some are still undecided on one Halloween staple—horror movies.
Parents might decide that watching a scary movie will be fun for the whole family; after all, it's just
acting, right? Psychologists, however, warn that this form of entertainment often leads to an intense
adrenaline rush that affects individuals differently. Some people might relish terrifying scenes while
others could experience acute distress. This is especially true for children. Their brains are not yet
able to process threatening and disturbing images—even if they are make-believe. They might immediately react to frightening on-screen stimuli by starting to tremble or bursting into tears. Sleepless
nights, sleep riddled with nightmares, and a loss of appetite are common after-effects as well.
It is also worrying that, in recent years, horror movies have become increasingly gory and realistic.
Young children are at a point in their lives where their imaginations are very active. This should be
encouraged through healthy and creative and playtime exercises. Having their fantasy worlds bombarded with mutilated corpses and violent monsters can have an extremely negative emotional impact that can endure for years.
It's not uncommon to hear of adults who are afraid of clowns because they saw Stephen King's ‘It’ as
a child or can no longer swim in open water after watching Peter Benchley's ‘Jaws’. This can be attributed to classical conditioning in which objects or events become associated with fear. An unusual
noise in the house can have a perfectly logical explanation, but movies have trained people to instead
expect a killer on the loose. The effect is multiplied when the subject was conditioned while still
young.
A well-known study by Harrison and Cantor of the University of Wisconsin shows that the younger a
child is when allowed to view a horror film, the longer-lasting the effects. Undesirable behavior could
also develop as they grow older with some having trauma and anxiety disorders well into adulthood.
There are also cases where subjects succumbed to phobias or developed an unhealthy interest in the
occult and paranormal.
Researchers funded by the National Institute of Mental Health also concluded that an excess of movie and television watching, whether of the horror genre or not, is detrimental to a child's psychological
development. Even media rated as appropriate for children can sometimes be harmful. Parents
should still judge material themselves and then make a decision whether their children should be allowed to watch it or not.
Good parents do all they can every day to shield their kids from images they deem unsuitable in the
media. Horror movies are definitely becoming more horrific. Even those parents who regard themselves as lenient and dislike coddling would not want to raise problematic, fearful children.
Never be afraid of setting restrictions on what kids and teens can watch. The horror they see now
could last for the rest of their lives.

Term 3: Unit of Inquiry
This term the concept is ‘Discovery’, one of the eight concepts covered by MAPPEN, a
planning tool used by Hallam Primary School in the implementation of Units of Inquiry.
Foundation
‘The Bridge And Beyond’
Students will go on a journey of discovery as they are
immersed in the properties and uses of different materials. They will experiment with building techniques as
they make an aluminium foil boat, and a bridge, and reuse a pillowcase to make a bindle. Students will share
what they have made and what they have learnt at a
showcase.
Rationale:
Through an exploration of the properties of materials,
students are able to use different materials to construct
designed solutions.

Standards include:
Learning Areas:
·
English
·
Design and Technologies
·
Science

Capabilities:
·
Personal and Social
Capability
·
Critical and Creative
Thinking

Essential Questions:
 What are the different properties of different
materials?
 How do we use different materials?
 How do we construct a display?

Year 1 & 2
‘Light And Sound’

Standards include:

Students will consider sources of light and how to create Learning Areas:
shadows. They will build instruments, and use their bod- · English
ies and computers as they experiment with making · Digital Technologies
sounds. Students will work towards presenting a pro- · Design and Technologies
duction of a story using puppets and sounds.
·
Science
·
Health and Physical
Rationale:
Education
We can learn scientific knowledge and skills through
hands-on exploration and experimentation with design
Capabilities:
and technology.
·
Personal and Social
Capability
Essential Questions:
·
Critical and Creative
 How can we make puppets and instruments?
Thinking
How can we use instruments, computers and our
bodies to make sounds?
 How can we use sounds and shadows to tell a
story?

Year 3 & 4
Standards include:
‘Forces And Functions’
Students will be engaged in the practical applica- Learning Areas:
tion of physics and programming. They will learn · English
how forces can be exerted on one object by an- · Digital Technologies
other as they design and build a balloon powered · Design and Technologies
car. Students will learn how to create simple pro- · Science
grams using Scratch. They will create their own
computer application and provide feedback to Capabilities:
their classmates about their creations.
·
Personal and Social
Capability
Rationale:
·
Critical and Creative
Practical and engaging explorations of physics,
Thinking
engineering and coding will motivate students to
pursue these skills as they get older.
Essential Questions:
 What are ‘contact forces’ and what are ‘actionat-a-distance’ forces?
 How do you design and conduct an experiment?
 How do you make computer programs using
Scratch?
Year 5 & 6
‘The Journey to Discovery’

Standards include:

Students will learn about light refraction, electrical Learning Areas:
circuits, states of matter, and the scale of the solar · English
system through hands-on experiments and experi- · Digital Technologies
ences. They will build a thermoscope, a paper cir- · Design and Technologies
cuit and a balloon-powered rocket. Students will · Science
work towards creating a presentation and a quiz to
highlight the wondrous facts that they have learnt Capabilities:
during the unit.
·
Personal and Social
Capability
Rationale:
·
Critical and Creative
Through learning about discoveries and the jourThinking
neys that people go on to achieve them, we learn
to value the process rather than the destination.
Essential Questions:
 How can we create a model to show the scale
of something?
 Why does light refract?
 What do we need to make an electrical circuit?
 What are the states of the matter?
 How can we code a computer program?

June / July 2018
ATTENDANCE:

Prep - Year 6

8:45am - 3:30pm

28/06/2018—Milk & Muffin Morning Tea
28/06/2018—Free Dress—Pyjama Party—Gold Coin Donation
29/06/2018—End of Term 2—Dismissal 2.30pm
16/07/2018—Start of Term 3 - 8.45am
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Check the Hallam PS website for the full
version of the Newsletter and event details:

http://www.hallam-ps.vic.edu.au/

NOTICES & DUE DATES
Milk & Muffin – 28/06/2018—Money and
orders due by 9.30am 21/06/2018—
NO LATE ORDERS AN BE ACCEPTED

Disclaimer
The Department of Education & Training and Hallam Primary School do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by the Department of Education & Training or Hallam Primary School
for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.

Moonlit Sanctuary Keeper Club
Kids enjoy environmental activities, animal encounters and
native animal care.
Day includes: interactions with dingo, python, off-limits animals, feeding animals & food prep, animal enrichment activities. Learn about our animals, their conservation and the environment. For ages 7-14 years.

Winter 2018 school holiday dates:
Week 1: Mon 2nd Tue 3rd Thu 5th Fri 6th July
Week 2: Mon 9th Tue 10th Thu 12th Fri 13th July
10am–4pm
Cost: $80.00 per day, or $220 for 3 days (pro rata for additional days).
Maximum 16 children per day.

Bookings essential as spaces are limited
Dress for the weather and wear closed-toe shoes, long pants and remember your hat or raincoat. BYO lunch or purchase at the café.

Moonlit Sanctuary
550 Tyabb-Tooradin Rd, Pearcedale
Phone 5978 7935
Web: www.moonlitsanctuary.com.au
Open daily between 10am and 5pm

