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22.04.2021 Term 2 #1 

Hallam Primary School’s learning and teaching programs support and promote the principles and practice of Australian  

democracy, including a commitment to elected government, the rule of law, equal rights for all before the law, freedom of   religion, 

freedom of speech and association and the values of openness and tolerance.  

Hallam Primary School has a zero tolerance approach to child abuse. 

W elcome Back-Term 2 2021  

It’s been wonderful to see everyone back at 

Hallam PS after a relaxing break. We welcome 

Ms Rachel Choi to our professional team as 5/6A’s class 

teacher.  

Mrs Bolt has commenced Long Service Leave prior to retire-

ment. Mrs Mui has commenced Family Leave. 

P arking and Safety 

Thank you to everyone for keeping students and 

our crossing supervisor safe at drop off and pick up. 

I have been pleased not to have to send as many reports to 

the City of Casey and Endeavour Hills police recently.   

A utumn-Winter Weather  

With the cooler weather, please ensure your child 

has a NAMED jumper and a waterproof jacket with 

a hood in their bag every day. There are also school uniform 

beanies  available at PSW to keep head and ears warm 

when it’s cold and windy. 

C 
ovidSafety: What you need to keep doing 

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/how-stay-safe-and-

well-covid-19 

 Practise good hygiene and regularly and thoroughly 
wash your hands. 

 Maintain physical distancing, keep at least 1.5 metres 
away from others. 

 Carry a face mask when you leave home unless you 
have a lawful reason not to. It is strongly recommended 
you wear one whenever you cannot keep 1.5 metres 
distance from others.   

 If you feel unwell do not go to school/work. 

 Get tested at a nearby testing location. Return home 
immediately. 

 If you are worried you will lose pay while you wait for 
test result or you have tested positive and need to self-
isolate you may be eligible for a worker support pay-
ment. 

 If your condition worsens contact your GP or a health 
professional.  

W hat to expect in Term 2 

In addition to the daily learning and teaching 

programs, lunchtime programs, sporting ac-

tivities, etc., parents should note the following... 

Mother’s Day Stall-Friday 7 May: More information to 

come 

School Photo Day-Monday 10 May: Information sent home 

with students yesterday and all orders are online and stu-

dent specific (Internet ID Number) 

2021 NAPLAN Online: Years 3 and 5 students will partici-

pate in the NAPLAN assessments during May. NAPLAN was 

cancelled last year. Parents who wish to speak with their 

child’s class teacher about NAPLAN are welcome to contact 

the school to arrange this. 

2021 AtoSS: Years 4-6 students will complete the Attitudes 

to School Survey. This survey was not implemented at 

Hallam PS last year. Students will do this before the end of 

term. 

2021 Mid-Year Reports: Students’ mid-year reports will be 

prepared for distribution in the last week of term. Parents 

and students are reminded of the importance of these doc-

uments and the need to file them away carefully for future 

reference. 

2 022 Enrolment at Hallam Primary School 

We are now taking enrolment inquiries for next 

year. To be eligible for enrolment in Prep for 2022, 

children must turn 5 before 30 April 2022. Parents need to 

provide proof of date of birth in the form of a birth certifi-

cate or passport. Children born overseas also require Visa 

information to be provided. 

R emoval of Mod5  

Unfortunately, this did not occur during the break 

but we are hoping it will be removed before the 

end of Term 2.                                         Julie Macfarlane 



Australian Ballet’s  

Year 3/4 STEAM DANCE PROGRAM TERM 1, 2021  
 

During Term 1, The Australian Ballet’s Education and Outreach Team STEAM DANCE Program was delivered over five weeks at Hallam Primary 

School. STEAM DANCE is a dance-education approach to learning about STEM subjects such as Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths. De-

signed by The Australian Ballet, this innovative and creative initiative supports students’ learning curriculum subjects through the arts and is led by a 

team of specialist educators and professional dancers.  

 

The program works in partnership with teachers to support the curriculum through a series of workshops and perfor-

mances in schools to foster critical and creative thinking, literacy, numeracy, individual and cooperative learning and 

problem solving in students.  

 

Students also had the opportunity to enjoy The Australian Ballet’s education perfor-

mance of Wilaygu Ngayinybula/ Possum’s Two Minds, a story about a brush-tail pos-

sum. Wilaygu Ngayinybula blends contemporary ballet with First Nations and Australi-

an story telling.  

 

Over the past decade, The Australian Ballet’s education program has given more 

than 130,000 children across Australia the opportunity to experience dance, with a strong focus on schools and com-

munities in regional and remote areas and outer metropolitan areas.  

The University of Sydney found that students who participate in Dance, Drama, Music, and Visual Arts showed more 

positive academic and personal wellbeing outcomes than students who were not as involved in the Arts. 

Academic outcomes included motivation, homework completion, class participation, enjoyment of school, and educational aspirations, while per-

sonal wellbeing measures considered such factors as self-esteem, life satisfaction, and a sense of meaning or purpose. 

The Year 3/4's STEAM DANCE Experiences 

Reuben - I learnt a lot of things during the 5 weeks. We were pleased to get such lovely teachers. We did lots of 

warm-ups to start and then we worked on the main performance. On the day of the performance, I was feeling 

a bit nervous. But during the performance I started to contain that nervousness and turn it into happiness. My ex-

perience was very enjoyable at the Australian Ballet incursion. I sincerely hope The Australian Ballet will return in 

the future, they were truly fantastic.    

Quinten  - Every Wednesday afternoon we went to the hall. James, Chantel and Jasmine taught us new amazing 

dance moves. When the performance came I was nervous and excited at the same time. After our perfor-

mance the teachers did a beautiful performance. It was about possums. My favourite parts were the music and 

the possum costumes.  

Indie - All of us rehearsed for 5 weeks and the last week was the performance. My favourite moment was when I 

was first in the pyramid. I was so fast when I ran to my group’s area.   

Uzayr – My favourite bits were all the new moves and the techniques we learnt and doing the performance in 

front of the students.  

Jayke – I was so nervous because I was scared to perform in front of people. I thought they were going to laugh. 

Then I got used to the performance. I took a deep breath before I went on stage. 

Jaxon – When I was sitting with the audience I felt nervous but after the performance I felt proud. After all the 

3/4’s finished their dances, James and two other ballet teachers performed a dance about a possum. 

Fiona – My favourite part of the performance was the music because it was calm and slow. I really liked the 

teachers, they were very nice. 

Basira – First, we had to do some warm-ups and we played games. Then we rehearsed our dances which were 

amazing. We had to rehearse a lot so then we wouldn’t forget our dance.  When I was doing my dance I felt happy.   

Mahi – When it was the big day of the performance the 3/4's did their dances. They were AMAZING! Finally, it was my 
turn. I was very excited. When all the performances were finished we saw the ballet performance. It was awesome! I said 
thank you to the dances and teachers. I was sad it was over. I hope The Australian Ballet come back again.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 WE WANT OUR STUDENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  

ATTITUDE TO SCHOOL SURVEY.... AToSS 

 

We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement, wellbeing, and quality instruction, and are 
conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our school.  

The AtoSS is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to assist our school 
to gain an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school. Students will be asked about their 
thoughts and feelings in relation to their school, their learning, peer relationships, bullying and life in general.  

Students from Year 4 - 6 at our school will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the survey online 
during school hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool.  It is important to note that we are not in 
any way “testing” your child. Your child has the right to refuse or withdraw from the survey at any time.  

Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. The student login is an assigned identifier 
that may be used to link data for statistical and research purposes only. All responses to the survey are kept 
anonymous in the response file. Personal identification data will not be recorded in the survey response file. This 
ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s responses is protected at all times. 

This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted at our school over the period  Monday 31 May  to Fri-
day 11 June. The survey takes around 20-45 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time. 
 
The survey results will be reported back to the school in an aggregate form throughout the survey period. All sur-
vey data that is made available in reports are for groups of students only so that no individual student can be 
identified. Data suppression rules are used for schools with low student numbers per year level.  Survey results 
will be communicated to parents through annual reporting.   

 

If you would like more information, please speak to your child’s teacher or visit: https://
www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/data-collection-surveys/guidance/attitudes-school-survey  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lunchtime chalk drawing -  managed  by Tom and Khushi...  Dreamtime serpent designed by Tom...coloured in 

by our junior students...   Uniforms were also coloured!! 

Rainbow Serpent - Spirit of the Waterholes 

For Aboriginal people of the desert, the Rainbow Serpent lives in the      

waterholes of their country, 

and travels between them, 

either under the ground or 

in the storm clouds when a 

rain storm is moving.                 

His presence brings on the 

rains and if he is offended 

he can prevent the rains 

and cause drought or     

inundations that cause 

people to perish. 



Meet the generation of surf life savers looking to overturn tragic trends on     

migrant drownings 

By Steve Schubert 

Posted Monday 15 March 2021 at 6:12am 

 

 

Australia's first all-Afghan-born team of surf life savers won the silver medal at the Victorian championship in Lorne.  

(Life Saving Victoria: Rob Gunstone )  

When the members of Australia's first all-Afghan-born Surf Life Saving team arrived in their new country a few years ago, none of them 

could swim. 

Now they have won a silver medal in their state Surf Life Saving championships. 

"I couldn't swim," 19-year-old Sana Mosawi said, recalling her first experience with the water. 

"I still remember the first time. I couldn't walk in the water. It was that challenging for me." 

Sahar Ehsani, 17, was the much the same. 

"It was really hard because I had never been in water before," she said. 

"I got nervous and then I couldn't breathe, but when I learnt the basic skills it got easier." 

In their landlocked homeland, the five young women in the team had no opportunity to swim at the beach. 

There were also cultural issues around not being fully clothed.  Those issues were solved by Life Saving Victoria's multicultural program, 

run by Bonbeach Surf Life Saving Club in Melbourne's south-east.  "I still feel kind of anxious in the water, but I'm sure I won't drown," Ms 

Ehsani said. 

Sana Mosawi says it was a challenge to build her confidence in the water. After learning to swim, the five young women decided to take 

the next step and learn life-saving skills. They put those skills to the test at the state championships in Lorne on Sunday. There were no 

jet skis or rescue boats allowed, only a rope and reel, with the rescuer having to swim through the surf with a heavy line attached to reach 

their target. 

The state's junior surf life savers were put through their paces under a sunny sky at Lorne.  The competition was held against the back-

drop of a terrible few months for drownings in Victoria, with 47 people dead since July 2020, up 15 on the 10-year average.  Life Saving 

Victoria's statistics show people from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds are 1.86 times more likely to drown than people 

born in Australia.  "They struggle to understand the conditions, the water conditions, the weather conditions, and they overestimate their 

skills," Life Saving Victoria multicultural project officer Ramzi Hussaini said. 

"But the programs we deliver are helping and we have seen some changes. It is improving."  Ms Ehsani said becoming a life saver had 

also helped her develop a sense of belonging in her adopted country.  "I wanted to give back to Australia and Life Saving Victoria, and 

now I feel like I'm contributing to the growth of my community," she said. 
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START TERM 2: Monday 19 April 2021  8:45am 

ANZAC DAY: Sunday 25 April 2021 

QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY: Monday 14 June 2021 

END TERM 2: Friday 25 June 2021 2:30pm 
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Fundraising: 

Chocolate 

Drive begins 

28 29 30 

2021 NAPLAN ONLINE 

2021 NAPLAN ONLINE 


