
Dear Parents and Guardians, 

This letter provides information about voluntary contributions you can make to support Hallam 
Primary School for 2027 and other payments you can choose to make.  

Victorian government schools provide free instruction. This means all students have free access to all 
items, activities and services that schools use to deliver the curriculum, including reasonable 
adjustments to support students with disability.  

Some families choose to make a voluntary financial contribution to support the school, and we are 
very grateful for this support.  Making a voluntary contribution is your choice. There is no 
expectation or pressure for families to contribute.  

Hallam Primary School offers a range of items and activities that are additional to the free instruction 
provided to all students at our school. Financial help is available for extra-curricular items and 
activities if you are experiencing financial hardship (see further details under Financial Help for 
Families in the attached information). For a confidential discussion about how to access the financial 
help available, please contact:  

Penny Moores – Business Manager, 9703 1536 

hallam.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

If you need an interpreter, please contact 03 9605 3053 and give our school's phone number 9703 
1536. An interpreter can help you speak with us. This service is free. For more information, please 
see How to use an interpreter to contact your school.  

For more information on the Department of Education’s Parent Contributions policy please see the 
information attached. You can read the full policy at Parent Contributions: Policy | 
education.vic.gov.au. 

Yours sincerely 

Laura Sammut Lisa Haisila 

Principal  School Council President 

tel:03%209605%203053
https://content.sdp.education.vic.gov.au/media/guide-for-families-how-to-use-an-interpreter-to-contact-your-school-3012
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/parent-payment/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/parent-payment/policy


HALLAM PRIMARY SCHOOL 2027 PARENT CONTRIBUTIONS ARRANGEMENTS 

Voluntary contributions 

If you are the carer of a student in out-of-home care or hold a financially means-tested card (such as 
a healthcare card), please ignore the invitation to make voluntary contributions.  

We encourage any family experiencing financial hardship to contact the school for information about 
the financial help available for extra-curricular activities like camps and excursions.  

Voluntary contributions Suggested amount – 
parents can 
contribute more or 
less 

Amount 

Voluntary contributions to enhance our school’s range of 
programs, resources and environment. 

$65 $[parent to 
complete] 

Learning materials for students to own 

Booklist items:  

You can choose to buy learning materials for your child to individually use and own. These items can 
be bought from any supplier.  

Hallam Primary School has an arrangement with the following supplier for the materials that you 
can buy: KAKA Kids 

Headphones [Prep-6]

Recorder & Recorder Book [3-6 students only]

If you do not buy these items, your child will still be provided with what they need, however they 
may not be provided with these items to own, or keep, on an individual basis.   

If you wish to buy items through the supplier, please go to: www.hallamps.com and use Password: 
HPS2027 in the guest area to purchase. 

If you would like to buy items to own that are not from this supplier, you can contact Business 
Manager, Penny Moores for information about headphones and recorders that will be used. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hallamps.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cpenny.moores%40education.vic.gov.au%7C10a5510af5c242e3fd6908df39ed42d8%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639293363353666704%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NmwAxy0Jymlt%2B66GO71RjqB8NYHoWz1nj1NOtYhhUt0%3D&reserved=0


Financial help for families 

Hallam Primary School understands families can experience financial difficulty. Help is available, 
including: 

• Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund – this program provides funding for eligible students,
including those in out of home care, and holders of eligible financially means-tested cards
(such as health care cards), to attend activities like camps, sporting activities, excursions and
incursions that are offered on a user-pays basis.

• Affordable School Uniforms - delivered by State Schools Relief, this program helps cover
costs such as school uniforms, shoes, and other essential school items where families are
experiencing financial hardship or short-term crisis.

• Second-hand uniform store / sales – located at Hallam Primary School Administration

Applications for support from the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund and State Schools Relief are 
submitted by the school - please contact us to discuss these and other financial help.  

For a confidential discussion about how to access financial help, please contact: 

Penny Moores – Business Manager 
Ph: 03 9703 1536 | Email: hallam.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Payment methods 

In person / Cash / Eftpos / Credit Card 

If you want to make voluntary contributions throughout the year, you can: 

• decide when to make each contribution

• choose the amount of each contribution.

Refunds

Parent requests for refunds are subject to the discretion of the school and made on a case-by-case 
basis. Refunds will be provided where the school deems it is reasonable and fair to do so, taking into 
consideration whether a cost has been incurred, the Department of Education’s Parent Contributions 
policy and guidance, Financial Help for Families policy, and any other relevant information. 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/policy
https://www.vic.gov.au/help-school-costs-and-fees
https://stateschoolsrelief.org.au/
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/parent-payment/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/financial-help-families/policy
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Parent Contributions policy 
Information for families 

FREE INSTRUCTION 
Schools give students free instruction in the curriculum. This includes: 

• Free access to all items, activities and services that schools use to deliver
the curriculum, including reasonable adjustments to support students with
disability.

• The Victorian Curriculum F-10, the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE)
including the VCE Vocational Major, and the Victorian Pathways Certificate.

• Free access to all subjects, including elective subjects.
• Free access to select-entry and accelerated programs.

Schools must publish their Parent Contributions arrangements on their school website, along with a link to the 
department’s Parent Contributions policy.   

FAMILIES CAN CHOOSE TO CONTRIBUTE 
Schools can invite 2 types of voluntary contributions:  

Voluntary contributions Tax deductible contributions 
Used towards enhanced educational 

programs and school environment, and 
additional resources and opportunities 

offered by schools 

Used towards building and/or library fund 
(for those schools who have such funds) 

Schools must advise the carers of students in out-of-home care and parents and 
carers who hold a financially means-tested card (such as a healthcare card) that the 
invitation to make voluntary contributions does not apply to them. 
In addition, schools can invite parents and carers to pay for optional: 

• Extra-curricular items and activities that go beyond the curriculum - for
example, school photos, some excursions and some camps.

• Learning materials for students to individually use and own - for example,
textbooks, stationery, and in secondary schools only, digital devices. If these
items are not bought or provided from home, schools will provide students
with free access to what they need for curriculum delivery.

FINANCIAL HELP FOR FAMILIES 
Each school has a contact person who can discuss with parents and carers the 
financial supports that are available. 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/parent-payment/policy
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Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund 
APPLICATION FORM 

HALLAM PRIMARY SCHOOL 0244 
School Name School Ref ID 
Applicant details 

Surname 

First Name 

Address 

Town/Suburb 

State and Postcode 

Contact Number 

Centrelink pensioner concession OR Health care card number (CRN) 
OR 

OR   Veterans affairs pensioner (Gold Card)*   OR  Special Consideration**  
*Applicants must provide a copy of the Veteran Affairs Gold card.
*Out of Home Care applications must include a letter of support from the institution facilitating the arrangement (for example, Mackillop Family
Services or the Department of Families, Fairness and Housing (DFFH)) as evidence of the arrangement and must be no more than 18 months 
old).

Student details 
Child’s surname Child’s first name Student ID Date of birth 

(dd/mm/yyyy) 
Year level 

Declaration 
I authorise the Victorian Department of Education (DE) to use Centrelink Confirmation eServices to perform an enquiry about my Centrelink 
customer details and concession card status to enable the business to determine if I qualify for a concession, rebate or service. I also authorise 
the Victorian Department of Families, Fairness and Housing (DFFH) to provide the results of any enquiry to DE regarding temporary care orders. 
I understand that: 
• DFFH or Centrelink will use information I have provided to DE to confirm my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund and

will disclose to DE personal information including my name, address, payment and concession card type and status.
• This consent, once signed, remains valid while my child is enrolled at a registered Victorian school unless I withdraw it by contacting the school.
• I can obtain proof of my circumstances/details from DFFH and provide it to my child’s school so that my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and 

Excursions Fund can be determined.
• If I withdraw my consent or do not alternatively provide proof of my circumstances/details, I may not be eligible for the Camps, Sports and

Excursions Fund provided by DE.
• Information regarding my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund may be disclosed to DFFH and/or State Schools Relief for

the purpose of evaluating concession card services or confirming eligibility for assistance.
You can request access to the personal information that we hold about you, and to request that any errors be corrected, by contacting your 
child’s school. 

Signature of applicant _____________________________________________________________   Date ____/____/202 



 

Department of Education 

 

OFFICIAL 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund eligibility 
Applications must be submitted to the school as soon as possible and no later than the end of Term 2. 

Where a school or family is unsure if the concession card is eligible, they are encouraged to submit the application into the CSEF system for 
validation.  

CSEF payments cannot be claimed retrospectively for prior years. 

Queries relating to CSEF eligibility and payments should be directed to the school. 

Those who are eligible to apply for the CSEF must meet both of the following two criteria or be eligible for special consideration.  

Eligible means-tested cards 

Only financially means-tested cards are eligible.  

Eligibility date 

Eligibility will be subject to the parent/carer’s concession card being successfully validated with Centrelink (refer to the department’s policy, Camps, 

Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)), on either the first student day of Term 1 or Term 2. 

Criterion 1 – General eligibility 
The applicant must be one of the following: 

• a parent or carer who is the beneficiary of a financially means-tested card 

• a student over 16 years who is considered a mature minor and holds a valid concession card (such as a Youth Allowance Health Care 
Card). Applicant to use the 16 and over application form. For guidance on assessing whether a student is a mature minor, refer to the 
department’s policy on Mature Minors and Decision Making 

• a parent or carer whose child is 16 or over and the beneficiary of a financially means-tested card but are not considered a mature minor. 
Applicant to use the 16 and over parent consent form. 

For students over 16 years of age and where the eligible card is in the name of the student, the fund is only granted to that student, not their 
siblings. 

Criterion 2 – Be of school age and attend a Victorian school 

For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if they attend a registered Victorian school. 

CSEF is not payable to a student attending pre-school, kindergarten, TAFE or who are home schooled. 

Special Consideration 

A special consideration eligibility category exists to assist families and students in certain circumstances. Applications should be made through 
this application form. For more information, refer to: Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF): Eligibility. 

Payment amounts 
The CSEF is an annual payment paid directly to the school and will be allocated by the school towards camps, sports and/or excursion costs 
for your child. Please refer to the department’s policy for the current rates and more information, Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF): 
Payment amounts. 

How to complete the application form 
Note: all sections must be completed by the applicant. 

1. Complete the APPLICANT DETAILS section. 
 Make sure that the Surname, First Name, and Customer Reference Number (CRN) details match those on your concession card. You 

will also need to provide your concession card to the school. 
2. Complete the STUDENT DETAILS section for students at this school. 
3. Sign and date the form and return it to the school office as soon as possible and no later than the end of Term 2.  

Privacy Statement 

The Department of Education is committed to protecting your privacy. All information collected will be handled in accordance with the Privacy Data and Protection Act 2014 (Vic) and the Health Records Act 

2001 (Vic). This personal information is collected to assess your eligibility to receive a CSEF payment. Your data is securely managed and only shared with Centrelink and DFFH when necessary for business 

operations or legal compliance. By submitting this form, you consent to our data practices. For more information regarding correction to your personal information or the handling of personal information 

please email csef@education.vic.gov.au. For more information about the departments privacy policy, please visit: Schools' privacy policy | vic.gov.au 
 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/mature-minors-and-decision-making/policy
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
mailto:csef@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy?Redirect=1
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